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MEMORANDUM TO THE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION
Subject: Elk Regulations
Wildlife Conservation Order Amendment No. 4 012018

Authority:

The Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, authorizes the Director
and the Commission to issue orders to manage wild animals in this state.

Discussion and Background:

In an effort to stabilize elk regulations and quotas, reduce confusion, and enhance
communications, the Natural Resources Commission and Wildlife Division (WLD) agreed to
begin a two-year regulatory cycle in 2014. Accordingly, the WLD recommends that the
following changes and quotas remain in place until 2020. This amendment establishes the hunt
dates, license quotas, and Elk Management Units (EMUs) for the 2018 and 2019 elk seasons.

Biological

A variety of estimates and indicators provide perspective on the status and distribution of the elk
population. Data collected and consulted includes trends in harvest, population estimates
(estimated during aerial surveys conducted in January of even years), bovine tuberculosis testing
results, biological data collected at check stations, reported elk-vehicle collisions, crop and
property damage complaints, and observations by Conservation Officers, foresters, and wildlife
habitat biologists.

Social

Public input gathered through comments and opinion surveys is also consulted when determining
recommendations for elk regulations. Maintaining consistent regulations and quotas for two
years will aid in evaluating the impact of regulation changes on recreational opportunity,
agricultural conflicts, and nuisance control.
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Economic

The elk herd range is quite small and is concentrated in the northeast portion of the Lower
Peninsula. The elk season has a positive economic impact on that region, due to the seasonal
influx of elk hunters and elk hunt guiding operations. Visitors also come into the region for elk
viewing opportunities during other times of the year. Concentrations of elk herds also have
negative economic impacts, such as agricultural damage to crops and landscapes.

Elk Season Dates and Units:

Elk Hunt Period 1 is designed to target elk outside the core elk range in EMU L before these elk
move for the breeding season. This elk hunt period is recommended to be twelve days long,
consisting of a four-day hunt in late August, a four-day hunt in mid-September and a four-day
hunt in late September. The recommended dates for Hunt Period 1 in 2018 are August 28
through August 31, September 14 through September 17 and September 28 through October 1.
Dates in 2019 would remain similar in structure, with recommended dates for Hunt Period 1
being August 27 through August 30, September 13 through September 16, and September 27
through September 30. This recommendation would retain the same structure for Elk Hunt
Period 1 as was established in 2012 and continue with this structure through 2019.

Elk Hunt Period 2 will focus harvest where needed within individual EMUs F and G in the core
elk range and allow additional harvest outside the core area in EMU X. The recommended dates
for Hunt Period 2 in 2018 are to start on December 15 through December 23, while the hunt
dates for 2019 would be December 14 through December 22. This recommendation would retain
the same structure for Elk Hunt Period 2 as was established in 2012 and continue with this
structure through 2019.

The Department also recommends maintaining the option to hold a January harvest, if necessary
to address management issues remaining after the earlier hunts conclude. The January hunt
period was not used in 2016 or 2017. There are no recommended changes to the January 16
through January 19, 2019, or January 15 through January 18, 2020 dates for Hunt Period 3.

Elk License Quotas:

The midpoint of the survey estimate in the 2016 winter survey was 1,372 elk, which was a large
increase from the 2014 survey midpoint. The 2014 estimate was within the population goal
range of 500 to 900 elk. Elk quotas were caised after the 2016 estimate to reduce the elk herd and
better align with population management goals reflected in the Department’s Elk Management
Plan. Aerial flight surveys from 2017 and 2018 showed a survey midpoint of 1,158 elk in 2017
and 1,173 elk in 2018. Though not significantly different than the 2016 survey, the two
subsequent aerial flights indicate a slightly lowered elk herd is probable. The number of
agricultural complaints has declined in the 2016-2017 period. One elk was found to be bovine
tuberculosis positive in 2017, bringing the total up to seven since 1996. This elk was taken in
ecastern Montmorency County, within a couple of miles of the Alpena county line. The
Department believes the population is declining slowly and with the reduced number of
agricultural complaints and with no significant changes in disease status in the herd, the
Department recommends continuing elk lic_cp/se quotas of 200 per year for the 2018 and 2019
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seasons. The number of licenses is recommended to continue to be equally split between the
early hunt period and the December hunt period.

The recommended quota of 200 elk licenses is designed to achieve a harvest of 160 to 170 elk by
state hunters based on past hunter success rates. In addition to elk taken by state hunters drawn
in the regular lottery, there will be three Pure Michigan Hunters with elk licenses, and Tribal
hunting will be allocated in accordance with the 2007 Inland Consent Decree. The expected
harvest level of approximately 190 elk per year (which includes elk taken under the state quota,
by Pure Michigan Hunt participants, and Tribal harvest) is designed to result in a stable or
reduced population approaching the elk management goal.

The recommendation for both years is as follows: Recommendations for Hunt Period 1 is 100
clk licenses; 30 any-elk licenses and 70 antlerless-only clk licenses. For Hunt Period 2, the
recommendation is 100 licenses; 30 any-elk licenses and 70 antlerless-only elk licenses, with 40
licenses in EMU F (10 any-elk and 30 antlerless-only) and 60 of the licenses in EMU G (20 any-
elk and 40 antlerless-only). The recommended maximum quota for Hunt Period 3 is 40 elk
licenses. The Director, in consultation with and concurrence of the Natural Resources
Commission, may determine the number and type of licenses available and the EMU’s open for
Hunt Period 3.

Tree Stand or Blinds on Public Lands:

Current regulations allow for individuals to hunt elk, during legal hunting hours, from a raised
platform or tree stand using a bow, crossbow, or firearm on public land beginning on or after
September 1. The raised platform or tree stand must be portable, and the name and address,
Michigan driver’s license, or DNR sportcard number must be affixed in legible English. In
addition, current regulations allow for individuals to hunt elk, during legal hunting hours, from
ground blinds if removed daily. The name and address, Michigan driver’s license, or DNR
sportcard number must be affixed to the ground blind in legible English.

The Department recommends allowing elk hunters to place elevated platforms, tree stands, ot
ground blinds on public lands from August 15 through five days after the close of the elk season
for which the individual is licensed, or if successful, five days after harvesting an elk. The name
and address, Michigan driver’s license, or DNR sportcard number must be affixed to the elevated
platform, tree stand, or ground blind in legible English.

Administrative Changes:

There have been administrative changes made throughout the order that provide consistency and
clarification.
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